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unemployment of rural population in the conditions of functioning of the land market also partake a divisive 
character. 

The land market is vital for agriculture and rural residents. It enables to pass land from less efficient to a 
more efficient owner and as a result the land can be used as a pledge for agricultural enterprises and a source of 
income for pensioners and other sections of rural population. 

The experience of foreign countries shows that further development of land relations is required to 
ensure an effective development of economic agro-formations. The absence of a genuine agricultural land 
market hinders effective distribution and long-term investment in land and agriculture in general. 

A detailed analysis of the history of land relations in Europe leads to the conclusion that the agricultural 
land market has the right to exist, but it requires careful substantiation and significant restrictions. Only the most 
important restrictions should be considered: prohibition of excessive concentration of land; the right to have land 
by those who work on it; avoiding creation of land latifundia; limitation of land fragmentation; reservation of 
land for public needs and the like. The issues of social life of the Ukrainian village should be solved together 
with the reform of land relations, elimination of the disproportion in the employment of rural population, 
provision of social protection and real income of the population. The creation of the agricultural land market will 
facilitate the approval of private land ownership. 
land market, land relations reform, arable lands, agroholdings 
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Cooperatives in the Sector of Recreation Services: the US Experience 

Development of recreational infrastructure in many countries, including the United States, takes place at 
the level of local communities. However, there is a lack of Ukrainian cooperative researchers’ works on 
generalizing this experience. Although, there are several published works which overview some aspects of 
recreational cooperatives’ organization and operation. These are the articles by M.P. Gritsenko (2012), 
A.V. Yavorskaya (2014), and Y.V. Ushkarenko (2017). This fact provided motivation for writing some special 
article.  

The purpose of this article is to analyze the generalization of the experience of US recreational 
cooperatives to formulate proposals for setting up these cooperatives in Ukraine. The basis of the methodological 
tools of this study are the methods of analysis and synthesis, applied to the most effective implementation of the 
goal. 

According to the results of our research, we have defined the nature of organization and activity of 
individual recreational cooperatives, in particular, Charlotte Area Recreation Cooperative, Parks and Recreation 
Cooperative and Special recreation associations. It is found out that such cooperatives bring together several 
territorial communities for effective functioning, which, as a result, provides wide recreational opportunities for 
their population.  

The advantages of these cooperatives for local communities (wide range of services, significant social 
orientation, broad opportunities for expanding the range of recreational services) were identified with the help 
of SWOT analysis, as well as some of their disadvantages. These disadvantages include, first of all, dependence 
on municipal and state funding. It is substantiated that the generalized experience of US recreational 
cooperatives is of great importance for international practice, including for creative use in Ukraine. It can be 
taken into account in the preparation of regional and city programs of supporting local communities in terms of 
recreational services, including servicing the people with disabilities.
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